*other because of his indigent circumstances, for hs may have
acquired enormous knowledge but been denied money. Wis-
dom and riches are two entirely different factors and there is
no link between them. The Mahabharata illustrates this
even in the initial chapters.

A prince and a poor young man were classmates aad
the latter helped the former in his studies. In return, the
prince promised to grant his friend all comforts when he
assumed the kingship. He did ascend the throne but out of
conceit developed through power. He refused even to recog-
nise his playmate when the latter approached him for a very
small favour. The king turned him away because he was
poor. Provoked by his Laughtiness and stunned by his ingra-
titude, the scholar, who had the distinction of having mas-
tered not only the four Vedas but also gained expertise in
archery, vowed to take his revenge. While Vedic study
should have made him absolutely mellowed, yet the know-
ledge of Dhanur Veda made his palm itch to display his talent.
This was the background of Drona, the illustrious master for
both the Kauravas and the Pandawas.

Drona not only proudly acknowledged Arjiiiia as the
best among his students but also claimed that none could
match him. When Kama readied himself to meet the cha-
llenge, he was told that a prince could be opposed only by
another of his category. It was then that Duryodhana ins-
tantaneously made him the ruler of a State, gave him status
and recognition, for which Kama remained indebted till
his end.

113. Man should turn a child to be near God

The Shastras repeatedly exhort man to beware of his
internal foes like jealousy and hatred which, if not curbed
and controlled, will lead to his ruin. One should gradually
free himself from their stranglehold through regular spiritual
exercises like worship and meditation. Noble qualities like
love of others and being charitable and kind take a persoa
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